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Purpose1.1.  Thischapterprovidesbackgroundandscopeforthesucceedingchaptersofthis
partthatprescribepolicy, responsibility, coordinatingarrangements, andproceduresfor
Departmentaladministrationofitsownsurveyingandmappingactivitiesanditsassigned
responsibilitiesforcoordinatingFederalsurveyingandmappingactivities.  

Background1.2.  

A. OfficeofManagementandBudgetCircularA-16.  In1953theBureauofthe
Budget, nowtheOfficeofManagementandBudget (OMB), issuedCircularA-16toimprove
programingandcoordinationofmappingandgeodeticsurveyingactivityintheFederal
Government.  ThisCircularestablishedproceduresandresponsibilitiesforFederalsurveyingand
mappingactivitiesdirectedtowardmeetingtheneedsofFederalandStateagenciesandthe
public, andsetforthOMB sresponsibilityforprogramingandcoordination
ofsurveyingandmapping.  

CircularA-16wasrevisedinMay1967, assigningtotheDepartments
oftheInterior, Commerce, andState, certainresponsibilitiesfor
thecoordinationofsurveyingandmappingactivities (seeAppendix
1).  TheSecretarydelegatedtotheGeologicalSurveythe
responsibilitiesassignedtotheDepartmentoftheInterior.   
FollowingtheproceduressetforthintherevisedCircular, the
GeologicalSurveyestablishedasystemforcoordinatingthe
participationofFederalagenciesinmattersrelatingtotheNational
MappingProgram.  TheNationalOceanicandAtmospheric
Administration (NOAA) establishedaninteragencyFederalGeodetic
ControlCommittee (FGCC) tocoordinategeodeticsurveying
activities.  

B. FederalInteragencyCoordinatingCommitteeonDigital
Cartography (FICCDC).  Coordinationofdigitalcartographic
activitiesofFederalagencieswasassignedtotheDepartmentof
theInteriorthroughtheApril4, 1983, memorandumfromtheDirector,  



OfficeofManagementandBudget.  TheFICCDCwasestablishedto
coordinatethecollectionanduseofdigitalcartographicbasedata
withintheFederalGovernment.  TheGeologicalSurveyhasthe
responsibilityforthiscoordinationactivityunderitsstatutory
authoritytoconducttheNationalMappingProgram.  

C. InteragencyCadastralCoordinationCouncil (ICCC).  The
SecretaryoftheInterior, byletterdatedApril9, 1980, tothe
HonorableSidneyR. Yates, Chairman, SubcommitteeonInteriorand

thRelatedAgencies, CommitteeonAppropriations, 96 Congress,  
establishedtheICCCtocoordinateFederalcadastralsurveying
activities.  TheBureauofLandManagementhastheresponsibility
forthiscoordinationasapartofitscadastralsurveyingactivities
andstatutoryauthority.  

D. FederalMappingTaskForce (FMTF) Report, July1973).  This
OMBreportdocumentedthefindingsofacomprehensivestudyofthe
civilagencymappingandsurveyingprograms, relatedactivities,  
andsupportingresearchanddevelopmentactivities.  Thereportmade
significantrecommendationsforFederalmapping, charting, and
geodesyprogramimprovementsandorganizationalchanges.   
Subsequently, theDepartmenthastakenpositiveactiontoward
increasingresponsivenesstonationalmappingrequirementsand
towardimprovingcoordinationinsurveyingandmappingactivities.  

Scope1.3.  InordertoimplementtheDepartment=spositionon
Federalmappingandsurveyingpolicyandprogramscoordination,  
systemshavebeendevelopedforcoordinationandprogramplanning
bothwithintheDepartmentoftheInteriorandwithotheragencies
asdescribedinparagraph1.2.  Inaddition, theDepartment
coordinatesitscadastral, engineering, geodetic, andcartographic
surveyingactivitiesthroughleadagencyassignments; has
establishedtheNationalMappingProgram (definedin757DM3) to
meetbasemappingneedsoftheDepartment, otheragenciesandthe
generalpublic; hasdevelopedtheNationalCartographicInformation
Centertoprovideacentralinformationsystemforallusersincluding
thegeneralpubliconaerialphotography, surveying, mapping, and
relateddata; andcoordinatesitsmappingandsurveyingresearch
anddevelopment.  TheDepartment=spoliciesandprogramsfor
implementingeachoftheseareasareexplainedin757DM2 (Surveying)  
and757DM3 (Mapping).  
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TOTHEHEADSOFEXECUTIVEDEPARTMENTSANDESTABLISHMENTS

SUBJECT:  Coordinationofsurveyingandmappingactivities
1. Purpose.  ThisrevisedCirculardescribestheresponsibilities
ofFederalAgencieswithrespecttocoordinationoftheFederal
surveyingandmappingactivitiesdescribedinparagraph2, below.  
ItrescindsandreplacesCircularNo. A-16, datedJanuary16, 1953.  
ExhibitsA, B, C, andDtothatCircularwillremainineffectuntil

replacedpursuanttoparagraph4ofthisCircular.  

2. Coverage.  Thecoordinatingproceduresestablishedbythis
Circularextendtoallsurveyingandmappingactivitiesfinanced
inwholeorinpartbyFederalfundswhich:  

a. CancontributetotheNationalTopographicMapSeriesof
theUnitedStatesandoutlyingareasofsovereigntyandjurisdiction,  
theNationalAtlasoftheUnitedStatesofAmerica, theNational
NetworksofGeodeticControl, orsuchothernationalgeodeticcontrol
andtopographicmappingprogramsasmaybeestablished; or

b. Resultincartographicrepresentationofinternational
boundariesotherthanthoseoftheUnitedStateswithCanadaand
Mexico.  

SurveyingandmappingactivitiesconductedorsupportedbyaFederal
agencytomeetspecificprogramneedsoftheagencywhicharenot
metbythenationalsurveyingandmappingprogramsspecifiedin
paragraph2Aaboveandwhichcannotpracticablyoreconomically
contributetothenationalprogramsareexcludedfromcoverage.   
Determinationofthesurveyingandmappingactivitieswhichare
requiredtomeetprogramneedsistheresponsibilityoftheprogram
agency.  However, evaluationofthepotentialcontributionofthose
activitiestoanationalsurveyingormappingprogramshouldbemade
bysuchagencyinconsultation, orpursuanttoageneralagreement,  
withtheresponsibleagencyasdescribedbelow.  

3. Responsibilityforcoordination.  

a. TheDepartmentoftheInteriorisresponsibleforthe
NationalTopographicMapSeriesoftheUnitedStatesandoutlying
areasofsovereigntyandjurisdictionandfortheNationalAtlas
oftheUnitedStatesofAmerica.  ItalsooperatestheMapInformation
Office, whichcollectsandfurnishestopotentialusersinformation
concerningaerialphotography, topographicmapping, andsurveydata
availablefromFederalagenciesforgeneraluse, andthesources
fromwhichtheymaybeobtained.  

IncarryingoutthesefunctionstheDepartmentexercises
Government-wideleadershipinassuringcoordinatedplanningand
executionofitsnationaltopographicmapping, NationalAtlas, and
mapinformationactivitiesandthecartographicactivitiesofother
Federalagenciesrelatedthereto, includingactivitiesfinancedin
wholeorinpartbysuchagenciestotheendthat:  



1) Thetopographicmapping, NationalAtlas, andmap
informationneedsofGovernmentagenciesandthepublicatlarge
aremetinthemostexpeditiousandeconomicalmannerpossiblewith
availableresources;  

2) Allmappingactivitiesfinancedinwholeorinpartby
Federalfundscontributetothenationaltopographicmappingprogram
whenitispracticableandeconomicaltodoso; and

3) Aerialphotography, topographicmapping, andsurveydata
producedbyFederalagenciesareconvenientlyaccessibleforuse
inmeetingthecartographicneedsofotherFederalagenciesand
federallyassistedprograms.  

TheDepartmentwillalsoarrangethroughperiodicmeetingsorother
appropriatemeans, foranexchangeofinformationamongFederal
agenciesconcerningtechnologicaldevelopmentsincivilianagencies
withrespecttocartographicactivities.  

b. TheDepartmentofCommerceisresponsiblefortheNational
NetworksofGeodeticControlandpublishesstatusmapsofgeodetic
controlwhichmeetthestandardsforinclusioninthenational
networks.  

IncarryingoutthisfunctiontheDepartmentexercises
Government-wideleadershipinassuringcoordinatedplanningand
executionofitsnationalgeodeticcontrolsurveysandtherelated
surveyactivitiesofFederalagencies, includingactivitiesfinanced
inwholeorinpartbysuchagencies, totheendthat:  

1) ThegeodeticcontrolneedsofGovernmentagenciesand
thepublicatlargearemetinthemostexpeditiousandeconomical
mannerpossiblewithavailableresources; and

2) Allsurveyingactivitiesfinancedinwholeorinpart
byFederalfundscontributetotheNationalNetworksofGeodetic
Controlwhenitispracticableandeconomicaltodoso.  

c. TheDepartmentofStateexercisesGovernment-wideleadership
toassurethatcartographicrepresentativesofinternational
boundaries, otherthanthoseoftheUnitedStateswithCanadaor
Mexico, byallFederalagenciesareconsistentandconformtoUnited
Statesforeignpolicy.  

4. Establishmentofcoordinatingmechanisms.  Eachagencynamed
inparagraph3abovewill, inconsultationwithotherFederalagencies
concerned, establishsuchstandards, procedures, interagency
agreements, andothermechanismsasarenecessarytocarryoutits
Government-widecoordinatingresponsibilitiesandtoreplace, where
required, ExhibitA, B, C, orDofthisCircular.  

5. ResponsibilitiesofotherFederalagencies.  EachFederalagency
isresponsiblefor (a) cooperatingasrequestedinthedevelopment



ofappropriatecoordinatingmechanisms; (b) supplyingnecessary
informationtothecoordinatingagencyconcerningitscartographic
requirements, programs, activities, andproducts; and (c) conducting
itssurveying, mapping, andproductdistributionactivitiesina
mannerwhichprovideseffectiveGovernment-widecoordinationand
efficientservicetothegeneralpublic.  

6. Differencesamongagencies.  Anymajordifferenceswhichcannot
beresolvedthroughconsultationamongagencieswithrespecttothe
coordinationofcartographicactivitiescoveredbythisCircular
maybereferredbytheheadofanyagencyconcernedtotheDirector
oftheBureauoftheBudget.  
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